Relationship between immunoglobulin allotypes and susceptibility to nasopharyngeal carcinoma in Malaysia.
The relationship between immunoglobulin allotypes and risk of developing nasopharyngeal carcinoma was examined in a comparative study of 50 Chinese cases and 140 Chinese controls and 50 Malay cases and 79 Malay controls residing in Malaysia. Although the most common Gm phenotype was elevated in both Chinese and Malay nasopharyngeal carcinoma patients compared to their controls, there were no significant differences between cases and controls in the distribution of Gm haplotypes in either population. There were no differences between cases and controls in the distribution of Km alleles in either population. Thus a previously reported association of Km(1) with increased nasopharyngeal carcinoma risk in Tunisia is not confirmed in two Mongoloid populations in Malaysia.